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Against the advice of ills leading counselors
Johnson persisted in his intention to keep Stanton
out of the Cabinet. Accordingly on the 21st of
February he dismissed Stanton from office and ap-
pointed Lorenzo Thomas, the Adjutant Genera],
as acting Secretary of War. Stanton, advised by
the radicals in Congress to "stick," refused to yield
possession to Thomas and had him arrested for
violation of the Tenure of Office Act. The mat-
ter now was in the courts where Johnson wanted
it, but the radical leaders, fearing that the courts
would decide against Stanton and the reconstruc-
tion acts, had the charges against Thomas with-
drawn. Thus failed the last attempt to get the
reconstruction laws before the courts. On the
22d of February the President sent to the Senate
the name of Thomas Ewing, General Sherman's
father-in-law, as Secretary of War, but no attention
was paid to the nomination.

On February 24, 1868, the House voted, 128
to 47, to impeach the President "of high crimes
and misdemeanors in office." The Senate was
formally notified the next day and on the 4th of
March the seven managers selected by the House
appeared before the Senate with the eleven articles
of impeachment. At first it seemed to the public